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d.c.’s rising stars
Washington, D.C., is a magnet for the top graduates from the top law
schools in some of the most sophisticated practices in the nation,
including appellate and antitrust. So for the NLJ’s 2017 Rising Stars
list, how did we go about reviewing a large pool of smart, young
nominees? Very carefully. We looked for key elements including success
on the highest stages, diversity of practice groups and law firms. We
also looked closely at recommendations. We are proud to present our
2017 Rising Stars. This year, we share their keys to success in their own
words, edited for clarity and length.  —Lisa Helem, managing editor
a special report

What was the most valuable lesson you learned
in your first year of practice? It is critically important

to retain credibility with the court—all citations to case law
and to the record must be accurate, or the court won’t believe
anything you say.
Describe your biggest win or accomplishment in
practice. I’ve won five SCOTUS cases (as lead counsel) over
the past two terms: Puerto Rico v. Sanchez Valle, V.L. v. E.L.,
Howell v. Howell, Honeycutt v. United States [and] Kokesh v. SEC.
Who do you consider to be your greatest lawyer mentor? I clerked for two fantastic judges, Justice Anto-
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nin Scalia and Judge Douglas Ginsburg [of the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the D.C. Circuit], whose influence on me and my
career has been inestimable.
Please share a key to your success. Learn about
many areas of the law—you never know when your knowledge
will come in handy. And get as many opportunities as you can
to get up in court. Writing briefs is important and rewarding,
but there’s nothing quite like the feeling of making your case
to the judge or the jury. 
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